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Amazing
Chase

 Sometimes you have to go with your gut. In 
1997, a real estate agent drove up a country 
lane beneath a canopy of hemlock and pine 

boughs, heading for the last house on a list of 14 
dreamy historic homes in York that Michael Walek 
wanted to see. Just at this point in the ride, Walek, a 
garden designer, found himself taken back in time 
to memories of a similar country lane and similar 
hemlock trees that “harkened back to my child-
hood,” he says. Arriving at the house on Chases 
Pond Road, the realtor and Walek’s companions 
unlocked the front door and entered while Walek 
remained in the driveway, spellbound, as the others 
toured the house. Stopping them on their way out, 
“I said to my agent, ‘I don’t need to look at it. I know 
this is my next home.’ It just felt right,” he says.

The structure dates to circa 1750, built by colonial 
landowner Josiah Chase on a luscious tract of land 

Built by  original owner  
Josiah Chase in 1750, this 
charming country classic in york 
is all dressed up and the place 
to go for the holidays.

  Dec07 52-57 Inside.indd   52 11/7/07   6:25:01 PM



D e C e m B e r  2 0 0 7  5 3 

a
ll

 p
h

o
to

s 
B

y
 s

a
n

D
y

 a
g

r
a

fi
o

ti
s

The dining-room walls have multiple colors glazed into the sur-
face. “That’s original glass in the 9-over-6 windows,” says owner 

Michael Walek, “custom-made to match the original mullions. 
The clock is of the period and fits with the wealth of the family 
that built the house.” Walek and Todd Bezold have served “12 

seated” for supper, and “100 for a buffet” in the room.
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that yawns and 
stretches from 
Cape Neddick 
t o  p r e s e n t -
day Ogunquit. 
Throughout the 
19th century, serv-
ing as the hub for 
a passel of build-
ings that included 
barns, an icehouse 
and a  text i le  
mill, the house 
was enlarged as 
needed to accom-
modate changing 
needs of a pros-
perous family. By 
the 1960s, it was 
used by its latest 
owners primarily as a summer residence, 
where the slow but steady fall into disrepair 
was partially masked by quantities of shag 
carpeting and fake wood paneling, which 
Walek says “was the first to go” as he began 
the discovery process to uncover the frame 
house’s real identity within.

Luckily, “the carpeting and paneling 
worked in our favor,” he says. “They cov-
ered, and helped to protect, the original 
floors and hand-chamfered wood paneling 
underneath.”

 “When you buy an old property, you 
hope the previous owners weren’t into resto-
ration,” says Walek’s partner, Todd Bezold. 
“In our house, the old moldings and original 
structure were, thankfully, not altered.”

More serious than the dubious 1960s inte-
rior decorating was the deteriorating struc-
ture of the house itself, which was splaying 
off its foundation. 

“That summer, I made myself as com-
fortable as I could in the back ell,  living with 
only cold water,” Walek says, as work crews 
sprang into action. 

They strung huge chains from one side 
of the house framing to the other, tightening 
each day until the walls lined up with the 
foundation below, almost like magic. 

“The plaster walls, moldings, and nails 
popped back into their original positions,” 
Bezold marvels, “as if everything in the 
house remembered its proper position and 
was glad to be back in place.”

While carpenters sought out and replaced 
rotting wood framing, the massive central 
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Oleana–15 years! We felt that the 
best way to celebrate was to make 

a special jubilee cardigan, and 
here it is!
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chimney serving no fewer than five fireplac-
es was dismantled and rebuilt to meet code 
requirements. 

The front staircase was reconstructed as 
plumbers refitted two of the three bathrooms 
as well as the kitchen. Electricians rewired 
the entire house. By the fall of year one, only 
interior painting was needed before Walek 
could move into the house proper.

Prior to designing gardens, Walek himself 
worked on restoration of historic homes. 

“Michael is excellent with interior design 
and the preservation of historic buildings 
with authentic colors and reproduction 
wallpaper,” Bezold says. Walek’s previous 
experience made him perfect to handle the 
job of interior painting himself, on certain 
walls demonstrating a technique that repli-
cates the look of old, worn plaster. 

“I used three colors of paint and scrubbed 
each of them into the plaster,” Walek says. 
“It’s perceived as one color, but it gives depth 
to the walls and makes the room feel cozy 
and comfortable. I’ve seen something simi-
lar in the Taylor-Barry house in Kennebunk. 
And I went daring with the colors. Colonial 
colors were not the muted shades that we 
think of today. They were bold.” 

During the next five years, a new fur-
nace and septic system were installed, and 
the exterior was stripped of over 200 years 
of paint. “I was talked into a chemical paint 
removal but wouldn’t recommend it,” 
Walek says. “It could easily have caused a 
fire.” Fortunately, all ended well, resulting in 
the exterior’s beautiful final coat of squash-

The first-floor office Federal fireplace was 
removed, the chimney replaced, the mantle 

put back in place, and the plaster repaired. 
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colored paint with wheat-colored trim and a 
burgundy door. 

Before the prices skyrocketed, Walek 
was able to have new copper gutters made 
for the house. “At the time, they were just a 
little more than aluminum gutters,” he says. 
The original wood downspouts, resembling 
Federal pilasters, were in great condition, 
but Walek wanted the same look on the back 
ell. “I finally found very similar salvaged 
downspouts. With a just little added trim, 
they matched almost exactly,” he says.

The property continues its transforma-
tion, even after 10 years of work. These days, 
work on the gardens is both a joy and a pri-
ority. “The gardens are becoming a work of 
art, a place to go to hide away, [a world of] 
exterior rooms,” Bezold says. 

Bezold designed the stone paths in mosa-
ic patterns that were inspired by recollections 
from a trip to Portugal. “But we’re still work-
ing on this.” Listening carefully as the house 
and gardens speak to them, “We design 
around what we’ve found here, incorporat-
ing remaining foundation walls of the old 
outbuildings into the gardens,” Walek says.  
“We want to be respectful of the history of 
the property.” 
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that yawns and 
stretches from Cape 
Neddick to pres-
ent-day Ogunquit. 
Through the 19th 
century, serving 
as the hub for a 
passel of build-
ings that included 
barns, an icehouse, 
and a textile mill, 
the house was 
enlarged as needed 
to accommodate 
changing needs of 
a prosperous fam-
ily. By the 1960s, 
it was used by its 
latest owners pri-
marily as a sum-
mer residence, where the slow but steady 
fall into disrepair was partially masked 
by quantities of shag carpeting and fake 
wood paneling, which Walek says “was 
the first to go” as he began the discovery 
process to uncover the frame house’s real 
identity within.

Luckily, “the carpeting and paneling 
worked in our favor,” he says. “They cov-
ered, and helped to protect, the original 
floors and hand-chamfered wood panel-
ing underneath.”

 “When you buy an old property, you 
hope the previous owners weren’t into resto-
ration,” says Walek’s partner, Todd Bezold. 
“In our house, the old moldings and original 
structure were, thankfully, not altered.”

More serious than the dubious 1960s inte-
rior decorating was the deteriorating struc-
ture of the house itself, which was splaying 
off its foundation. 

“That summer, I made myself as com-
fortable as I could in the back ell,  living with 
only cold water,” Walek says, as work crews 
sprang into action. 

They strung huge chains from one side 
of the house framing to the other, tightening 
each day until the walls lined up with the 
foundation below, almost like magic. 

“The plaster walls, moldings, and nails 
popped back into their original positions,” 
Bezold marvels, “as if everything in the 
house remembered its proper position and 
was glad to be back in place.”

While carpenters sought out and replaced 
rotting wood framing, the massive central 
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chimney serving no fewer than five fireplac-
es was dismantled and rebuilt to meet code 
requirements. 

The front staircase was reconstructed as 
plumbers refitted two of the three bathrooms 
as well as the kitchen. Electricians rewired 
the entire house. By the fall of year one, only 
interior painting was needed before Walek 
could move into the house proper.

Prior to designing gardens, Walek himself 
worked on restoration of historic homes. 

“Michael is excellent with interior design 
and the preservation of historic buildings 
with authentic colors and reproduction 
wallpaper,” Bezold says. Walek’s previous 
experience made him perfect to handle the 
job of interior painting himself, on certain 
walls demonstrating a technique that repli-
cates the look of old, worn plaster. 

“I used three colors of paint and scrubbed 
each of them into the plaster,” Walek says. 
“It’s perceived as one color, but it gives depth 
to the walls and makes the room feel cozy 
and comfortable. I’ve seen something simi-
lar in the Taylor-Barry house in Kennebunk. 
And I went daring with the colors. Colonial 
colors were not the muted shades that we 
think of today. They were bold.” 

During the next five years, a new fur-
nace and septic system were installed, and 
the exterior was stripped of over 200 years 
of paint. “I was talked into a chemical paint 
removal but wouldn’t recommend it,” 
Walek says. “It could easily have caused a 
fire.” Fortunately, all ended well, resulting in 
the exterior’s beautiful final coat of squash-

The first-floor office Federal fireplace was 
removed, the chimney replaced, the mantle 

put back in place, and the plaster repaired. 
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After years of thoughtful labor, Walek 
and Bezold now have the house just the way 
they want it. Except for the kitchen counters, 
which Walek now wishes were white mar-
ble and soapstone instead of the Formica he 
chose when the kitchen was remodeled. “The 
marble is excellent for baking,” he says.

If you’re keeping score, the 1997 purchase 
price of the house was $350,000, and Walek 
estimates he’s easily put an equal amount 
into the house, including $70,000 on the foun-
dation and new chimney, another $70,000 for 
replacing the rotten framing, $20,000 for new 
plumbing, $20,000 for the septic, $50,000 for 
exterior painting, and $10,000 for the roof.

But the renovation experience is just one 
more episode in the long memory of the 
house, reinforced by the Egyptian-styled 
stars that Bezold engraved into the drying 
mortar at the top of the new chimney, wait-
ing to be rediscovered by the curious of the 
future. “The memories will linger,” Walek 
says. Both he and Bezold feel very fortunate 
about that. n

General contractor: Ethan Hardy, North Berwick. Exterior 
panting: John Tolgrin, South Berwick. Plumber: Dennis 
Sayward, Cape Neddick.

Walek rebuilt the original stone wall from the mid-1700s. The 
exterior was stripped of over 200 years of paint, resulting in 

the final coat of squash-colored paint with wheat-colored trim 
and a burgundy door. 
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